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Answer five questions in total.

Choose any two questions from Part 1 and any two questions from Part 2, and one other question
from either Part 1 or Part 2.

Part 1
1 (a) Describe the life and activities of the people of Mecca during the Age of Ignorance [jahiliyal).
[10]
(b) How were the Prophet’s diplomatic qualities demonstrated in the part he played in the
rebuilding of the Ka’aba in 605CE? [10]
2 (a) What was the importance of
(i) Fatima and
(ii) Aisha in the life of the Prophet? [10]
(b) What lessons do Muslims learn from the Prophet’s behaviour towards his wives and women
in general? [10]
3 (a) Describe the Prophet’s relationship with

(i) his uncle Abu Talib and

(ii) his friend Abu Bakr. [10]

(b) Why did the Prophet inspire great loyalty amongst his followers? [10]

4 (a) Describe how the two Pledges of Aqabah were made. [10]
(b) Why were the Pledges important to the Prophet and to the pilgrims from Yathrib? [10]

5 (a) Describe the main teachings of the Prophet’s farewell address. [10]

(b) Choose five of these teachings and discuss how Muslims can apply them in their lives. [10]

6 (a) What were the positive achievements of Uthman’s Caliphate? [10]

(b) Although he was deeply respected as a man of learning, Ali encountered difficulties as a
ruler. Explain why. [10]
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Part 2
Describe the Prophet’s first experience of revelation. [10]
‘Reading the Qur'an with understanding is the best way to learn about Islam. Discuss. [10]
Outline the main teachings of sura Zilzal. [99:1-8] [10]
Explain how these teachings affect the life of Muslims. [10]
Describe the story of the Prophet Adam as related in the Quran. [10]
A number of acts of disobedience are included in this story. What can Muslims learn from
them? [10]
Describe how Muslims celebrate Id ul Fitr [Eid ul Fitr]. [10]
Why are the celebrations of the two Ids [Eids] important in Islam? [10]
What rituals are performed following the death of a Muslim? [10]
Why is personal prayer [dua] important in the life of a Muslim? [10]

Explain what is meant by the following two Hadith:
(i) ‘Leave that which makes you doubt for that which does not make you doubt’

(ii) ‘None of you [truly] believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself’
[10]

Choose one of these Hadith and explain how Muslims can apply it in their lives. [10]
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